Connection to Kansas Standards for History, Government, and
Social Studies (2020)

The following social studies benchmarks and standards are listed to provide the teacher the
choice of those that will be most effective to use with activities associated with items in the
trunk. In addition many of these standards will also tie to optional activities you may choose to
have your class do from Webb’s Santa Fe Trail Adventures.

Grade Four

Standard #1 Choices have consequences.

1.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about choices and consequences.

1.3 The student will investigate and connect examples of choices and consequences with
contemporary issues.

Standard #3 Societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and
groups.

3.1 The student will recognize and evaluate how societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs,
and practices of individuals and groups.

3.2 The student will analyze context and draw conclusions of how societies are shaped by the
identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups.

3.4 The student will use their understanding of how societies are shaped by the identities,
beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups to make a claim or advance a thesis using
evidence and argument.

Standard #4 Societies experience continuity and change over time.
4.1 The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change over time.

Standard #5 Relationships among people, places, ideas, and environments are dynamic.

5.1 The student will recognize and evaluate dynamic relationships that impact lives in
communities, states, and nations.

5.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about dynamic relationships.

Connection to Kansas English Language Arts Standards (2017)

Grade Four

Reading: Informational

RI. 4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

RI1.4.2: Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

R1.4.3: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text,
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
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R.1. 4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

R.1.4.5: Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.

R1.4.7: Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

Writing
W.4.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for
example, also, because).

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation
presented.

W.4.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

W.4.7: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

W.4.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character,
setting, or event in a story or drams, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a
character’s thoughts, words, or actions]”).

b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author
uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).
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Speaking and Listening

SL.4.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion.

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

SL.4.2: Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

S1.4.3: Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.
SL.4.4: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes:

speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL.4.5: Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance
the development of main ideas or themes.
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