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Section 3: Extension Activities 

Lesson 1: Reading a Picture 

Introduction: 

This picture study works well with any complex image. It does not work well with portraits. The 

objective is to show one portion (quadrants) of the image at a time. This allows students to 

concentrate on that portion rather than getting lost in the whole image.  

Lesson:  

1. Select one of the PowerPoints on the flash drive, either Courthouse in Independence, 

MO or Arrival of Caravan at Santa Fe. 

2. You can present the lesson in two ways. 

a. Option 1: Use the image of Courthouse in Independence, MO or Arrival of 

Caravan at Santa Fe from the flash drive photograph folder to make 8 in by 10 in 

copies of the image. Provide students with a mask made of cardstock with one 

fourth (a quadrant) cut away. Distribute the image and mask to the partners with 

the image face down. Once they have been instructed to turn over the image and 

place the mask so only the right top quadrant is showing, they may begin their 

pair-share. They may not advance to the next quadrant until instructed to do so. 

b. Option 2: Project the PowerPoint 

3. Divide the class into partners. 

4. Provide each set of partners with a blank sheet of paper. Model folding the paper into 

fourths. Unfold the paper and explain that one of the partners will be taking notes on the 

same quadrant of the blank paper as the view of the image. 

5. Explain that they will be looking at an important image dealing with the Santa Fe Trail. 

As they see portions of that image, they are to study the image closely and pair-share 

everything they see with their partner. The partner who is doing the writing will record 

the information in the same quadrant they are viewing.  

6. Give the class a few minutes to complete the first quadrant before moving to the lower 

right quadrant.  

7. Continue in the same pattern until all four quadrants have been studied. Now reveal the 

entire image.  

8. Conduct a discussion of what they have observed and conclusions they have reached 

from using spiral questioning techniques.  
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Sample Questions: 

• What objects and people did you see in the illustrations? 

• What actions do you see happening? 

• What do you notice about the dress of the people? Does it help you identify the class or 

perhaps the nationality of the people involved in this action? 

• What area of the United States do you think this illustration represents? 

• Why do you think this image was made? 

• What is the theme of this image? 

• What would be a good title for this image? 

• What inferences can you make? 

• What further questions does this image raise? 

 

Additional Activities: 

• Project the final picture on the wall. Have students stand in front of the picture and adopt 

the pose of people in the image. Pretending to be a reporter, conduct an interview with 

each of the students. Ask spiraling questions to show the emotion, desire, etc. of the 

people in the image. 

• Discuss the sounds and smells that a person in this picture would sense. Have students 

practice making the sounds appropriate to this drawing (clip clop of horse hooves, 

bawling of oxen, squeaking of wagon wheels, chatter of people, etc.) Divide the students 

into “sound groups”. Then talk them through the picture by adding a sound so that 

eventually all the noises that would be heard at the time of this event are happening in the 

classroom. 
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Section 3: Extension Activities  

Additional Ideas 

Read Kansas! Lessons 

The lessons, I-6 Trade and Migration on the Overland Trails and I-7 Experiencing the Trails 

(found in Section 4 of the notebook), offer an opportunity to extend the Santa Fe Trail lesson and 

address the state standard, which asks students to be able to compare the Oregon-California Trail 

and the Santa Fe Trail.  

 

Recommended Pages from Dave Webb’s Santa Fe Trail Adventures 

These pages offer information and activities closely related to this trunk. There are many other 

pages that would greatly enhance this lesson. 

• Background information about the Santa Fe Trail, pages 5-8 

• Timeline, pages 12-13 

• Mapping the Trail, pages 24-29 

• Cargoes and trade goods, pages 30, 34-37 

• Animals on the Trail, pages 40-43 

 

Additional Historical Thinking Activities 

Using maps 

1. Using a world map [If you do not have a world map in your classroom, you may project 

the World Map found in the Trading on the Santa Fe Trail USB flash drive, worksheet 

folder, Section 1, Lesson 1], have students trace the path of goods coming from Europe 

and going to Santa Fe.  

Note: At the time of the Santa Fe Trail, goods from foreign countries would have crossed 

the Atlantic and normally entered the United States at New York City, Philadelphia, or 

New Orleans. Those entering in the northeast would have been taken by steamboat down 

the Ohio River to the Mississippi River. At St. Louis, steamboats would have headed west 

on the Missouri River stopping at the last shipping port to unload. From there the wagons 

would begin the long trip over land to Santa Fe. Lesser numbers of ocean-going ships 

would have unloaded at New Orleans, transferring to steamships, and proceeding north 

on the Mississippi River to the Missouri River then west.  

 

2. Continuing to use the world map, have the students mark the country from which their 

Santa Fe Trail trade item originated. After all the items have been marked on the map, 

discuss the results.  



Trading on the Santa Fe Trail  24 | Kansas Historical Society © 2013 

 

• What types of items came from each country? 

• In which country did the most “raw” materials originate? 

• Which country provided the most manufactured goods? 

Using the photographs on the USB flash drive 

1. Compare the equipment needed to haul items and the method used to instruct the animals. 

• Mules ready to be hitched 

• Mules pulling an army wagon 

• Oxen pulling wagon 

• Pack burro carrying wood 

• Dearborn wagon 

2. Compare a mule’s foot with an ox 

• Ox foot 

• Mules ready to be hitched to wagon 

3. Compare modes of transportation 

• Mexican carreta 

• Side view of Mexican carreta 

• Freight wagon 

• Military freight wagon 

• Stagecoach 

• Dearborn wagon 

4. Explain how goods were packed onto the steamboats and into the wagons 

• Supplies headed for Santa Fe 

5. Discuss the formation of the wagons as they traveled 

• Santa Fe Trail Ruts 

• March of the Caravan 

6. Compare the two versions of caravans entering Santa Fe 

• The Santa Fe Trade 

• Arrival of Caravan at Santa Fe 
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Role play – Santa Fe Trade, wealthy Spanish gentleman, wife of Spanish gentleman, poor 

farmer, farmer’s wife.  

• In what items would each be interested? 

• What would the trader say to try to make a sale? 

• What price would the trader place on the items? (Use Webb’s Santa Fe Trail Adventures 

pages 34-36, and 79 to assist with the estimate of prices.) 

Develop exhibits to share with other students or parents. 

1. Illustrate related items (i.e. sewing notions) 

• Include exhibit title 

• Captions for each item 

• Map showing where the items originated 

• Map showing the paths the items took from the point of origin to the point of sale 

2. Compare and contrast selected items from the trunk with modern items today, i.e. sad 

iron/electric iron. 

• Include prices from the Santa Fe trade era with prices today 

• Methods of operating then and now 

• Where they would be purchased then and now 

Writing topics and prompts 

1. How did changes in modes of transportation change the Santa Fe Trail? 

2. How did the buying and selling of goods on the Santa Fe Trail help the economy of the 

United States? 

3. How did the Santa Fe Trail contribute to the near extinction of the American beaver in the 

1840s? 

4. Using a photo from the file and these three prompts – “I see…, I wonder…” have the 

students respond to the image. This can also be used in a group discussion or a writing 

assignment. 

5. Choices have consequences. What choices did Pike make as he explored the southern part 

of the Louisiana Purchase? What were the consequences? 

6. Societies are shaped by beliefs, ideas, and diversity. How were the differences in the 

Mexican people and the entrepreneurs of Missouri shaped by their beliefs, ideas, and 

diversity? 

7. Societies experience continuity and change over time. How did America change as a 

result of the Santa Fe Trail? What changes did the people of Mexico experience as a 

result of the Trail? 

8. The relationships among people, places, and environments are dynamic. How did the 

relationships between the people of Mexico and Americans change throughout the years 

of the Trail?  


