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Lesson 3a: Object Then and Now (grade 2) 
 

 

Overview: 

Students study objects to compare and contrast their lives with those of early Kansas 

settlers. 

Compelling question: 

How is our daily life similar to, and different from, the daily life of early Kansas settlers? 

Objectives: 

Content:  

• Students explain how the life of early Kansas settlers is similar to, or different 

from, their life today. 

Skills:   

• Students compare and contrast primary sources from different time periods. 

• Students organize research using a “T” chart. 

• Student form an opinion about change over time based on research and class 

discussion. 

 

Items used: 

Early Settler Pieces 

From the trunk 

 

Contemporary Pieces 

Teacher supplies these or similar items OR 

photos of objects are included in trunk 

 

Sun bonnet Baseball cap, cowboy hat, or another outdoor 

hat 

Slate iPad, laptop, or similar electronic device 

Washboard Washing Machine (photo) 

Candle and lantern Lamp with electric cord 

Butter paddles Butter container as sold in store 

Vegetable slicer Vegetable slicer or peeler OR packaged 

prepared vegetables such as peeled carrots 

Coffee mill Bag of ground coffee 

Ball and cup Electronic game or other common fine motor 

skill toy 

McGuffey Reader Text book 

Sorting Cards for the objects listed here 

USB Flash Drive “Kansas Settlers” 
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• Worksheet #2: Then and Now (included as a paper copy in this manual and as a pdf 

on the flash drive in this trunk and online at kansashistory.gov) 

 

Do in advance: 

• Locate the items listed above in the “Contemporary Pieces” column. 

• Decide how class will be divided into groups. The number of groups will be the 

same as the number of objects used. 

 

Sample “T” chart: 

How is our daily life similar to, and different from, the daily life of early Kansas settlers? 

• Similar – Often the function is similar.  What is it?  What did people do with it? 

• Different – Often this is how people used the object or where/how they got it. 

 

 

Examples: 

• Both ate/eat butter. 

 

Examples: 

• We buy butter today.  Settlers 

made butter. 

• It takes more time to make butter 

than to buy butter. 

• Settlers needed cream tomake 

butter and access to a cow for the 

for the cream. 

 

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce lesson  

a. Introduce the topic of the lesson.  

b. Activate prior knowledge about what Kansas was like at the time it was settled – 

no concrete or asphalt roads, just grass and soil roads early in the time period and 

brick in some  cities at the end; no cars, trains, or planes; no electricity and all that 

it brings; some parts of Kansas had trees and some parts had lots of grass and 

hardly any trees; no farms or ranches at first; etc. 

c. Introduce objects as primary sources and studying them as one way to learn about 

the people who made and/or used them.  Primary sources will help the class to 

learn about the past. 

2. Conduct primary source research using objects 

a. Divide class into groups. Pass out Worksheet #2: Then and Now, one copy per 

student. Explain that the class will be doing research to answer the question “How 

is our daily life similar to, and different from, the daily life of early Kansas 

settlers?”  This graphic organizer provides a place to record and organize their 

research. 

Similar Different  
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b. Pass out one Kansas settler object and its corresponding modern object to each 

group. Have groups identify which will represent “then” and which will represent 

“now” on their graphic organizer. 

c. Direct students to work together to examine their objects and use their 

observations and prior knowledge to complete the worksheet. Explain that the two 

objects share something in common.  Give groups time to answer as many 

questions as possible.  Check if any groups had unanswered questions or if more 

information would help them to answer any of the questions. 

d. Explain the value of using more than one source when doing research or trying to 

answer a question. This provides more information and helps to eliminate 

mistakes. Pass out the Sorting Cards matching the card to the object each group 

has.  Allow groups time to read their card and make changes or additions to their 

worksheet. 

 

3. Present research to class 

a. Have groups present their objects and research to the class.  If the answers are 

incorrect or incomplete open the discussion to the entire class.  Use questions to 

direct the discussion. 

b. After all the groups have finished sharing their research initiate a class discussion 

about the research process. For example:  

• Did knowing the two objects had something in common help them answer any 

of the questions? 

• Did groups change any answers after getting the written information about the 

“then” piece? 

• What was the most difficult question to answer? 

4. Compile research 

a. Explain that collecting information through research is one step in finding an 

answer to the question, “How is our daily life similar to, and different from, the 

daily life of early Kansas settlers?”  The next step is to compile the research from 

all the groups and look for a pattern.  

• Create a “T” chart to compare how the “then” and “now” pieces show us how 

life today is similar to, or different from, the lives of early Kansas settlers.(e.g. 

make vs. buy; electric vs. manual, both needed items for learning and 

working, both had basic needs such as food and clothing). 

b. After all the groups have presented their research, initiate a class discussion about 

what their collective research says about how the daily lives of early Kansas 

settlers and people living today are similar to and/or different from each other.  

(Example:  Did they make what they needed? Buy it?  Both?  What do we do 

today?  Which method takes more time and energy than the other method?  Which 

takes more cash?  Did making something require additional work in preparation?  

For example, did making butter require milk, which meant milking cows which 
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meant caring for one or more dairy cows?  What did you need to be able to buy 

what you needed?) 

 

5. Demonstrate comprehension 

b. Have students write and illustrate one way the early Kansas settlers and the people 

living in Kansas today are similar or different. Their work should contain 

information about at least one object studied by the class and an understanding of 

how this object supports their point of view. 

c. Assemble the class’s work together in one place such as a book or power point and 

share with the class as a review, an example of how the research and 

interpretations fit together to provide a broader answer to the compelling question, 

and an illustration of how research becomes a finished product, such as a non-

fiction book.  

 

Assessment: 

1. Worksheet 2: Then and Now 

2. Presentation of research to class 

3. Participation in group and class discussion 

4. Interpretation of the research. 

 


