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Lesson 3b: Sorting to Learn (grade 2) 
 

 

Overview: 

Students sort artifacts to learn about the daily life of early Kansas settlers. 

 

 

Compelling question: 

What was daily life like for early Kansas settlers? 

 

 

Objectives: 

Content:  

• Students demonstrate an understanding of one aspect of daily life for early Kansas 

settlers. 

Skills:   

• Students use primary sources for research. 

• Students sort objects into categories. 

 

 

Items used from the trunk: 

Objects: 

1. Slate 

2. Bucket 

3. Vegetable slicer 

4. Sunbonnet 

5. Butter mold 

6. Ball and cup 

7. Sad iron 

8. Butter paddles 

9. Corn dryer 

10. Top 

11. Washboard 

12. Candle mold 

13. Marbles 

14. McGuffey Reader 

15. Husking hook 

16. Barbed wire 

Sorting cards for the objects used in this lesson (16) 

USB Flash Drive Kansas Settlers 

• PowerPoint – “Kansas Settlers” 
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Items supplied by the teacher: 

Cloth or container to temporarily conceal objects from the class until they are used. 

 

Do in advance: 

• Prepare seven labels that the objects will be sorted into: “Used by Kansas 

settlers,” “Not used by Kansas settlers,” “Work,” “Play,” “Learn,” “Made,” and 

“Bought.”  Objects will be sorted three times by the class:  first Used by Kansas 

settlers/Not used by Kansas settlers, second Work/Play/Learn, and third 

Made/Bought. 

• Review lesson and determine if the T-chart portion of the lesson will be done 

electronically or on paper.  Prepare as necessary. 

• Plan to have objects covered, or concealed, at the start of the lesson so that 

students cannot see them and to have a place to sort them into two to three groups. 

 

 

Sample T-charts: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior knowledge: 

• Students should understand the purpose of sorting.  In this lesson they will sort 

objects into predetermined categories. 

 

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce lesson  

a. Introduce the topic of the lesson.  

b. Introduce artifacts as primary sources and studying them as one way to learn about 

the people who made and/or used them.  Primary sources will help the class to 

learn about the past. 

 

2. Comparing artifacts 

a. Seat the class in a circle with the concealed objects next to the instructor. 

b. Explain that today the class learn about the lives of early Kansas settlers by 

looking at items and sorting those items into categories. 

Used by KS 

Settlers 

Not used by 

KS Settlers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Made Bought 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Work Learn Play 
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o Show objects to the students one at a time. 

o Introduce items by having a student choose the matching card and read it to the 

class. 

o Lay out the object with its card in preparation for sorting them. 

c.  Sort into first two categories (Used by Kansas settlers/Not used by Kansas 

settlers). 

o Put the two labels out where objects will be sorted – Used by Kansas settlers.  

Not used by Kansas settlers. 

o Have students sort objects into the two categories.  Review information on the 

sorting cards as needed.   

o Record this first sorting on appropriate T-chart. 

o Bring all the objects together to be sorted again. 

d. Repeat the sorting activity two more times sorting into Work/Play/Learn categories 

and Made/Bought categories.  NOTE:  Some objects can fit into multiple 

categories (e.g., butter mold could be purchased but settlers used it when making 

butter).  Students will need to decide where they believe each object fits best and  

record the result of the each sorting activity on additional T-charts. 

 

3. Review and interpretation 

a. Review the activity through class discussion using the information recorded on the 

T-charts.  The T-charts should provide the following information.  

• Kansas settlers used all of these items.  This means each object will tell 

something about the life of Kansas settlers. 

• There is at least one items in each of the Work/Play/Learn categories.  This 

means that Kansas settlers worked, Kansas settlers played, and Kansas settlers 

learned. 

• There is at least one object in both the Made and Bought categories.  This 

means that Kansas settlers made some of the things they needed, and Kansas 

settlers bought some of the things they needed. 

b. Have students use their research to answer the lesson’s compelling question, 

“What was daily life like for early Kansas settlers?”  This can be done in a variety 

of ways such as through class discussion, writing a short paragraph, or creating an 

illustration.  

c. Share the “Kansas Settlers” PowerPoint to reinforce the themes of the lesson as 

desired. 

 

 

Assessment: 

1. Participation in group and class discussion 

2. Ability to answer the compelling question, “What was daily life like for early Kansas 

settlers?” 
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Sorting cards text: 

• Ball and cup toy - Kansas settlers liked to play with this toy.  They made many of 

their own toys  

• Barbed wire – Settlers used barbed wire to keep animals out of their crops and 

gardens.  Settlers bought barbed wire. 

• Bucket - Settlers used buckets to carry water.  They needed water to wash clothes, 

cook food, water animals, and much more.  Settlers bought buckets. 

• Butter mold - Settlers used butter molds when they made butter.  Sometimes they 

could sell their extra butter to make money.  Settlers made butter molds. 

• Butter paddles - Kansas settlers used butter paddles when making butter.  They 

could make or buy their butter paddles. 

• Candle mold - Settlers used this to make candles.  They used candles for light 

when it got dark.  Settlers could buy candle molds. 

• Corn dryer - Settlers used this to dry their best ears of corn when they harvested.  

They grew more corn next year by planting the dry corn.  Settlers made corn 

dryers. 

• Husking hook - Settlers used husking hooks to pull the husk off ears of corn.  

They had to pull the husk off every ear of corn in their corn field.  Settlers bought 

husking hooks. 

• Marbles - Settlers played with marbles.  There are many different marble games.  

Settlers could make marbles from clay. 

• McGuffey Reader - Settlers used the McGuffey Reader in school.  Students had to 

share books.  Parents bought schoolbooks for their family.      

• Sad iron - Settlers used sad irons to iron clothing.  A hot sad iron took wrinkles 

out of clothes that had been washed.  Settlers bought sad irons. 

• Slate - Kansas settlers wrote on slates in school.  Sisters and brothers shared a 

slate with each other.  The general store in town sold slates. 

• Sunbonnet - Kansas settlers wore hats to shade their heads.  Women and girls 

wore sunbonnets when they worked, played and went to school.  They made 

sunbonnets with fabric they bought. 

• Top - Settlers played with tops.  Settlers could buy tops like this one.  

• Vegetable slicer - Kansas settlers used a vegetable slicer to cut up vegetables.  

Many settlers grew vegetables in their gardens.  The general store in town sold 

vegetable slicers. 

• Washboard - Kansas settlers rubbed wet, soapy clothes on a washboard to clean 

them.  The general store in town sold washboards. 

 


