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Lesson 4b: Classifying Artifacts (grade 4) 
 

 

Overview: 

Students learn about early Kansas settlers by sorting and classifying items used by 

settlers. 

Compelling Questions: 

What was daily life like for early Kansas settlers? 

 

Objectives: 

Content:  

• Students identify characteristics of daily life for early Kansas settlers. 

 

Skills: 

• Students analyze a variety of objects through careful examination. 

• Students develop categories for classifying objects. 

• Students classify objects based upon identified categories. 

 

Items used: 

Objects 

1. Slate 

2. Bucket 

3. Vegetable Slicer 

4. Sunbonnet 

5. Butter mold 

6. Ball and cup 

7. Barbed wire 

8. Coffee mill 

9. Sad iron 

10. Butter paddles 

11. McGuffey Reader 

12. Corn dryer 

13. Top 

14. Washboard 

15. Husking hook 

16. Lantern and candle 

17. Candle mold 

18. Marbles 

Object cards for the objects used in this lesson (if desired) 
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USB Flash Drive Kansas Settlers 

• Worksheet #3: Sorting and Classifying (included as a paper copy in this manual, 

as a pdf on the flash drive in this trunk, and online at kansashistory.gov) If the 

sorting is to be done electronically, individual sorting cards on this worksheet can 

be found both on the flash drive and online. 

 

Do in advance: 

• Review lesson and decide how class will be divided into groups. 

• Decide if class will classify the objects electronically or with paper sorting cards 

and plan accordingly. 

 

Prior knowledge:  

Students should have a basic understanding of classification such as the ability to identify 

characteristics of objects and then classify and arrange groups by various characteristics. 

 

Activate prior knowledge as needed: 

Students should be able to identify characteristics (criteria) and then divide items into 

groups (classify) using these characteristics.  For example, when you clean and organize 

your garage you are looking for patterns, developing categories or criterion, and then 

classifying what you have.  First you might sort items by what is broken beyond repair, 

what is worth fixing, and what works.  After that you could sort the items that work and 

that are worth fixing by their function (gardening, car maintenance, toys, etc.)  That 

might tell you what you store in various parts of the garage.  Next you might sort by what 

will fit on a shelf, what needs to be hung up, and what should be stored on the floor.  This 

would let know how much shelving or wall hooks you need.  This process of analyzing 

objects helps the researcher look for patterns that will reveal information about the 

subject being studied. 

Applying different criterion to the same group of items can provide you with more 

information.   

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce lesson  

a. Review the process of looking for patterns, identifying criteria or categories, 

identifying categories and sorting into those categories, and using this process 

when doing research. 

b. Identify all the objects students will work with as items similar to those owned 

and/or used by early settlers in Kansas.  Model the sorting - one criterion all these 

items have in common is that they are all items similar to those used by early 

Kansas settlers so can all be sorted into one “used by Kansas settlers” category. 
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2. Classifying objects 

a. As a class review the objects and place them where they can be seen by everyone. 

b. Divide the class into groups and distribute Worksheet #3: Sorting and 

Classifying in either a paper or electronic format as decided in advance. 

c. Instruct groups to examine the objects and determine two to three categories that 

could be used to classify the objects, and then sort them into those categories.  The 

categories may range from simple to complex – e.g., soft and hard; handmade and 

manufactured; toy, tool, clothing; or wood, metal, fabric. 

d. Groups should write down their categories and list the objects in each.  Groups 

should also be sure that each member of the group is able to justify the category 

each object was placed in. 

e. Have groups report their work to the class.  List all the categories on the board, 

combining like categories as groups report.  Once all the groups have reported 

discuss the variety of categories used to classify the objects. 

f. Combine original groups of students into larger groups and repeat the activity. If 

desired provide additional information about the pieces by passing out the 

associated object cards. 

 

3. Interpreting research 

a. Quickly review the activity.  Did the groups all choose the same categories? Did 

identifying different categories provide different information about the collection 

of objects? 

b. Through class discussion have students identify what they know about early 

Kansas settlers through this activity.  For example, if all the objects represent early 

Kansas settlers and they are in ‘work’ and ‘fun’ categories then students know that 

early Kansas settlers both worked and that early Kansas settlers had fun. 

 

 

Assessment: 

1. Group participation 

2. Class discussion 
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