Section 5: Researching Kansas Settlers (grade 7)

Overview:
Section 5 provides students with the opportunity to conduct research on the early
settlement period in Kansas using primary sources.

While lessons are included for conducting research with six different types of primary
sources — artifacts, photographs, diaries, maps, the state seal, and music — it is not
necessary for students to use all six types of sources in their research. The instructor may
choose the research experience desired for their students. The optimum experience would
be to use all six, but, at a minimum, it is recommended that students use at least two
different types of sources to reinforce the need to cross check information.

An introduction to the research project is included in Lesson 5a. Class instruction
should begin with Lesson 5a regardless of the amount, or type, of research students do.

A conclusion to the research project is included in Lesson 5h. This conclusion may be
used regardless of the amount or type of research done, although the students’ depth of
knowledge will be enhanced by more extensive research.

Compelling question:
How do the lives of early Kansas settlers compare to the lives of Kansans today?

Note: The materials in this lesson may be adapted for upper grades by changing the
compelling question. For example: How do decisions made at the time Kansas was
settled affect our lives today?

Objectives:
Content
e Students identify experiences of early Kansas settlers.
e Students gain an understanding of the relationship of/between the environment
and Kansas settlers.

e Students conduct primary source research using multiple primary sources.
e Students record and organize their research using a graphic organizer.
e Students connect their research to the lives of Kansans today.

Conclusion:

Students will use their research to answer the compelling question in a format approved
by their instructor. Suggestions for formats include an exhibit, power point, video, book,
poetry, paper, visual artwork, or endless other methods suggested by students or
instructors.
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