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Lesson 5b: Researching Kansas Settlers with the State Seal 

(grade 7) 
 

Note:                                                                                        

For an overview of this lesson, the compelling question, and objectives see the 

introduction to the lessons in Section 5.  Lesson 5a serves as the first lesson in Section 5. 

Because it sets up the research being done in lessons 5b-5g and the interpretation of that 

research in lesson 5h, lesson 5a should be completed before beginning any of the other 

lessons in Section 5. 

 

Items used from the trunk: 

USB Flash Drive Kansas Settlers 

• Photo #01: Kansas state seal 

• Worksheet #4: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy they 

began in Lesson 5a.) 

 

Items provided by the teacher: 

• Timeline and KWLH chart created in lesson 5a: Introduction to Researching 

Kansas Settlers. 

• If desired, copies of the United States and municipal seals as examples of other 

types of seals.  Both sides of the U.S. seal can be found on the back of a one-

dollar bill. 

 

Advance preparation: 

• Prepare as necessary to show the state seal image to the entire class so it can be 

examined with entire class. 

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce the topic 

a. The class is conducting research allowing them to compare the lives of early 

Kansas settlers with life in Kansas today. Through primary source research 

students will seek answers to the questions they identified on Worksheet #4: 

Research Notes. Have students quickly review the questions they listed on their 

copy of the worksheet. 

b. Initiate a class discussion about why artwork may, or may not, be considered a 

primary source. Artwork needs to reflect the time period in which it was created 

to be a primary source.  Continue with a discussion of the state seal as a work of 

art. 
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2. State seal research 

a. Explain that a national, state or municipal seal is a visual representation of what 

the state was at the time the seal was created.  Seals are usually round with a 

legend around the outside of the circle and images symbolic of the state in the 

center. A seal is not meant to include everything about a state but rather symbols 

of things considered important at the time the seal was created. 

b. The Kansas state seal was adopted in May 25, 1861, just months after Kansas 

became a state.  Add this date to the timeline. Have the class decide if the Kansas 

state seal is a primary source. 

c. Show photo #1: Kansas state seal. Have students create a list of what they see. 

The list should include things such as the name of the state, date of statehood, 

motto, stars, landscape, transportation, housing, animals, the people who lived 

there, and the work people are shown doing. 

d. Initiate a class discussion about what looking at the state seal tells us about 

Kansas in 1861. 

e. Explain that to be the official state seal of Kansas the state legislature had to adopt 

it. The words used when they adopted it were written down in a resolution. Read 

the legislature’s resolution and discuss if it differs from, or provides additional 

meaning to, the class’s understanding of the seal,  

“The east is represented by a rising sun in the right-hand corner of 

the seal; to the left of it, commerce is represented by a river and a 

steamboat; in the foreground, agriculture is represented as the basis 

of the future prosperity of the state by a settler's cabin and a man 

plowing with a pair of horses; beyond this is a train of ox-wagons 

going west; in the background is a herd of buffalo, retreating, 

pursued by two Indians on horseback . . ." 

f. Add information learned about early Kansas to the ‘L’ column of the class’s 

KWLH chart. Add the state seal as a source to the ‘H’ column. 

 

3. Review state seal research 

a. As a class discuss how having information about the state seal in addition to the 

seal itself added to the students’ understanding of it. 

b. Continue the discussion by considering how a state seal designed today would it 

be similar to, or different from, the one created in 1861. 

c. Remind the class that historians study the past by examining the evidence left 

behind. Even when looking at multiple sources there are not always enough clues 

to tell the researcher everything they want to know. Research is the process of 

collecting clues to answer questions. 

d. Students should record information they learned on their Worksheet #4: 

Research Notes as it applies. 


