Lesson 5¢: Researching Kansas Settlers with Maps (grade 7)

Note:

For an overview of this lesson, the compelling question, and objectives see the
introduction to the lessons in Section 5. Lesson 5a serves as the first lesson in Section 5.
Because it sets up the research being done in lessons 5b-5g and the interpretation of that
research in lesson 5h, lesson 5a should be completed before beginning any of the other
lessons in Section 5.

Four maps are included for use in this lesson. The maps are easier to read in a digital
format than when printed. They are available digitally on the flash drive in this trunk
and also online at the page for this trunk at the Kansas Historical Society’s website,
www.kansashistory.gov.

Items used from the trunk:
USB Flash Drive Kansas Settlers
e Maps
o #1: Colton’s Kansas and Nebraska Territories Map, 1854
o #2: Colton’s Kansas and Nebraska Map, 1863
o #3: Rand McNally’s Kansas Railroad Map, 1885
o #4: Cram’s Kansas Map, 1907-1910
e Worksheets (included as a paper copy in this manual, as a pdf on the flash drive in
this trunk, or online at www.kansashistory.gov)
o #4: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy they began in
Lesson 5a.)
o #5: Primary Source Research: Maps
o #6: Primary Source Research: Comparing Maps

Items provided by teacher:
e A current map that includes the towns and major roads of the county in which the
school using this trunk is located.
e Timeline and KWLH chart created in Lesson 5a: Introduction to Researching
Kansas Settlers.

Do in advance:

e Be prepared to show the maps so each can be examined by the entire class.

e Prepare a copy of map #4 so that students can examine the county the school is in.

e Make three copies per student of Worksheet #5: Primary Source Research: Maps.

e Make one copy per student of Worksheet #6: Primary Source Research: Comparing
Maps.
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e Prepare as needed to lead a guided map analysis activity.

Lesson:
1. Introduce lesson
a. The class is conducting research that will allow them to compare the lives of early
Kansas settlers with their own. Through primary source research students will
seek answers to the questions they have identified. Have students quickly review
the questions they listed on their copy of Worksheet #4: Research Notes.
b. Initiate a class discussion about why maps may, or may not, be considered
primary sources and what they might tell us about a specific period in time.

2. Map Research
a. Explain activity — As a class, students will examine three Kansas maps. Each was
created at a different time and each reflects Kansas at the specific point in time in
which it was created. Students will then compare the maps to see what changes
have taken place.
b. Examine maps

e Hand out three copies of Worksheet #5: Primary Source Research: Maps
to each student. Students should complete one worksheet for each map.

e Asa class, examine maps #1, #2 and #3 (1854, 1863 and 1885) one at a time
in chronological order. Before showing a map, introduce it by providing
context, placing it at a specific point in time, and adding it to the timeline.
When examining the maps pay special attention to:

o How many towns are present? Where are they located in the state?

o What other centers of living are shown such as reservations and forts?

o What are the transportation systems that people would have used to travel
longer distances? (steamboats could reach as far as Junction City)

o What is the relationship between the placement of towns and the available
transportation systems,

o Are state and county lines similar to those today? County names?

c. Compare maps

e After all three maps have been examined give each student one copy of
Worksheet #6: Primary Source Research: Comparing Maps. Individually
students should use their notes to compare the three maps and analyze the
information.

e Initiate a class discussion about the various comparisons students made and
what this tells us about settlement in Kansas.

e Have students examine the county their school is in on map #4: Cram’s

Kansas Map 1907-1910 and compare it to the same county on a 21% century
map. Map #4 provides a picture of the county soon after the period of early
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settlement being researched. How has the county changed today from then?
How has it stayed the same?
e Add information learned about early Kansas to the ‘L’ column of the class’s

KWLH chart. Add the maps to the ‘H’ column.

3. Review map research
a. Initiate a class discussion about the value of using maps for research and the value
of comparing several maps.

b. Remind the class that historians study the past by examining the evidence left
behind. Even when looking at multiple sources there are not always enough clues
to tell the researcher everything they want to know. Research is the process of
collecting clues to answer questions.

c. Students should record information they learned on Worksheet #4: Research

Notes as it applies.
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