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Lesson 5d: Researching Kansas Settlers with Artifacts 

(grade 7) 
 

 

Note: 

For an overview of this lesson, the compelling question, and objectives see the 

introduction to the lessons in Section 5.  Lesson 5a serves as the first lesson in Section 5. 

Because it sets up the research being done in lessons 5b-5g and the interpretation of that 

research in lesson 5h, lesson 5a should be completed before beginning any of the other 

lessons in Section 5. 

 

Items from the trunk: 

• Objects 

1. Barbed wire 

2. Butter paddles 

3. Butter mold 

4. Vegetable slicer 

5. Husking hook 

6. Bucket 

7. Washboard 

8. Sad iron 

9. Candle 

10. Candle mold 

11. Marbles 

12. Ball and cup 

13. Top 

14. McGuffey Reader 

15. Slate 

16. Sunbonnet 

17. Lantern 

18. Barbed wire 

• Object cards for the listed pieces (if desired) 

• USB Flash Drive “Kansas Settlers” 

o Worksheets (included as a paper copy in this manual, as a pdf on the flash 

drive in this trunk, and online at kansashistory.gov) 

▪ Worksheet #4: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy 

they began in Lesson 5a.) 

▪ Worksheet #7: Primary Source Research: Artifacts 

 

 

http://www.kshs.org/
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Items provided by the teacher: 

• KWLH chart created in lesson 5a: Introduction to Researching Kansas Settlers. 

 

Do in advance: 

• If necessary, review “Artifacts as Primary Sources” in the introduction of this manual 

or Lesson 1b:  Introduction to Analyzing Objects.  “Artifacts as Primary Sources” 

includes sample questions as an aid for those unfamiliar with using objects as primary 

sources.   

• Decide how the class will be divided into groups to research the objects included in 

the trunk. Eighteen objects are available for use in this lesson. Not all need to be used 

depending upon the size of the class. Groups will be rotated through the objects so 

that each group examines three objects. 

• Prepare for each group to complete three copies of Worksheet #7: Primary Source 

Research: Artifacts. 

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce lesson 

a. The class is researching early Kansas settlers. Through the research students will 

seek answers to the compelling question, “How do the lives of early Kansas 

settlers compare to the lives of Kansans today?” and the questions they identified 

on their copy of Worksheet #4: Research Notes. 

b. Initiate a class discussion about why artifacts are considered primary sources. 

Artifacts are items made or used by people that can provide information about the 

time period they were made and/or used. 

c. As needed, review the process of ‘reading’ an artifact, observation vs. inference, 

and sample questions that can be asked when examining the objects. 

 

2. Artifact research 

a. Outline the activity: groups of students will “read” an object, record their 

information on a graphic organizer, and report to the class.  

b. Divide the class into groups so that each group is examining one object. Groups 

will rotate between objects so that each group will have examined three objects by 

the end of the activity. To each group pass out one object and three copies of 

Worksheet #7: Primary Source Research: Artifacts. This is one worksheet for 

each object the group will examine. Each group should choose one person to 

record information on the worksheet. 

c. Have students examine the objects closely. Note that without additional research 

they may not be able to correctly determine what the objects are. This is okay. As 

needed, students should use observation and inference skills to guess and be 

prepared to explain the reasoning behind their guess.  
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d. Rotate groups until each has examined three objects. 

e. Have each group present to the class the last object they examined and their 

observations and inferences. Open discussion to the rest of the class. 

f. After each object is presented share the information for it on the corresponding 

object cards.  The object cards are secondary source information, and were written 

by museum educators.  Students may add information to Worksheet #7 as needed. 

g. Add information learned about early Kansas to the ‘L’ column of the class’s 

KWLH chart. Add artifacts to the ‘H’ column. 

h. Students should record new information they have learned on Worksheet #4: 

Research Notes as it applies. 

 

3. Review artifact research 

a. Discuss the process as a class. Point out differences between how various groups 

read the same object.  Did having the additional information from the museum 

provide more insight? 

b. Initiate a class discussion about what students know, and don’t know, after 

examining the objects, what they inferred, and what they would still like to learn. 

(e.g. Who made these objects? How were they made? Was their function 

identified correctly?) 

c. Remind the class that historians study the past by examining the evidence left 

behind. Even when looking at multiple sources there are not always enough clues 

to tell the researcher everything they want to know. Research is the process of 

collecting clues to answer questions. 
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