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Lesson 5e: Researching Kansas Settlers with Photographs 

(grade 7) 
 

 

Note: 

For an overview of this lesson, the compelling question, and objectives see the 

introduction to the lessons in Section 5.  Lesson 5a serves as the first lesson in Section 5. 

Because it sets up the research being done in lessons 5b-5g and the interpretation of that 

research in lesson 5h, lesson 5a should be completed before beginning any of the other 

lessons in Section 5. 

 

Items from the trunk: 

USB Flash Drive “Kansas Settlers” (Items on this flash drive can also be found at 

kansashistory.gov) 

o Photos 2-20 (Photos can be found on the flash drive. The lesson 5 folder on the 

flash drive also contains copies of these photos already prepared for reading by 

quadrant electronically.) 

# 2 Store Interior 

#  3 Dugout Interior 

#  4 Sod House 

#  5 Log House 

#  6 Frame House 

#  7 School Interior 

#  8 Wading in Pond 

#  9 Collecting Cow Chips 

#  10 Milking 

#  11 Train 

#  12 River Ferry 

#  13 Blacksmith 

#  14 Cutting Ice 

#  15 Saddle Maker 

#  16 Plowing 

#  17 Harvest 

#  18 Irrigation 

#  19 Feeding Turkeys 

#  20 Steamboat 

 

o Resource Chart – provides additional information for these photos 

o Worksheet #4: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy they 

began in Lesson 4a.) 

o Worksheet #8: Primary Source Research: Photographs  (included as a paper copy 

in this manual, as a pdf on the flash drive in this trunk, and online at 

kansashistory.gov) 

 

Items provided by teacher: 

• Provide a way to share photos with both the entire class and individual students. 

• Timeline and KWLH chart created in Lesson 5a:  Introduction to Researching 

Kansas Settlers. 

 

http://www.kshs.org/
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Do in advance: 

• Many of the photos chosen for this lesson provide information about work done by 

settlers that is not available through the other resources provided for this unit. The 

resource guide gives a quick overview of the photos and their general content. Each 

student should be assigned a minimum of one photo but may research more than one 

as time allows. The same photo can be assigned to more than one student. 

• If necessary, review  “Lesson 1c: Introduction to Reading a Photograph,” for 

instructions on reading a photograph. 

• Prepare photos for use by students if using print images.  When using a 

paper copy of the photo, provide paper and scissors so each student can 

make a mask to allow them to more easily study the assigned historic 

photo(s) quadrant by quadrant. (A mask is a piece of cardstock with one 

quarter, or one quadrant, of the sheet cut away.) 

• Prepare Worksheet #8: Primary Source Research: Photographs.  Each student needs 

one copy for each photo they work with.  

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce Lesson 

a. The class is researching to discover what Kansas settlers experienced in Kansas 

from 1854 to 1900. Students research to find answers to the compelling question, 

“How do the lives of early Kansas settlers compare to the lives of Kansans 

today?,” and to questions they identified on their copy of Worksheet #4: 

Research Notes. 

b. Initiate a discussion about why historic photographs are primary sources. 

c. Share information on the history of photography in the late 1800s to provide 

context for the photos used in this lesson and the scarcity of them in comparison 

to the abundance of 21st century photos.  

• Taking a photograph in the late 1800s took a lot more planning, preparation, 

equipment, and patience than taking a photo with today’s digital cameras.  

• Lighting indoor photos was complicated which is why so many family photos 

were taken outside with valued household items brought outside for the photo.  

Built in flash did not exist.  No electric lights and small windows made 

interiors of many houses too dark for photos.  Most photos were taken outside 

for this reason. 

• Photographers did not get immediate results. They would not know if a 

photograph was in focus, had enough light, etc. until it was developed, which 

was sometimes days later. So, the quality of a photograph could not be 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Kansas Settlers                 51 │ Kansas Historical Society © 2019 

examined immediately and reshot if necessary.  A problem with chemicals or 

light during the development process could also ruin photos. 

• Photos could not be easily copied.  Some photo processes allowed that only 

one print could be made of a photo, no copies or duplicates. 

• Without computers, the internet, television, etc., early settlers saw 

photographs as the only visual way to let friends and relatives back home 

know that they were doing well and what life was like in Kansas. 

 

2. Photo research 

a. Distribute copies of Worksheet #8: Primary Source Research: Photographs to 

each student. Students need one copy for each photo they will examine. Instruct 

the class to record information from each photo on a worksheet. If available, the 

location, photographer, title and date of the photos are included in the Resource 

Chart.  

b. Distribute photos to students with a reminder that they study the photo quadrant 

by quadrant before looking closely at the entire photo. This provides opportunities 

to more readily observe details that might be overlooked when the photo is 

viewed in its entirety. 

c. Allow time for students to examine their assigned photo(s) and record information 

on their worksheets. 

d. As a class, review the photos one by one projecting them for the class to see. 

Student(s) should share information about photos they examined, observations 

they feel are important, and anything they learned about what early Kansas 

settlers experienced. Allow the remainder of the class to ask questions, add notes 

to their copy of Worksheet #4: Research Notes as it applies, and when possible 

add information about photos to the Timeline. 

e. Add information learned about early Kansans to the “L” column of the class’s 

KWLH chart. Add photographs to the “H” column. 

 

3. Review photo research 

a. Reinforce the importance of carefully studying photographs to see the details. It is 

easy to overlook minutiae that may turn out to be important.  

b. Ask students if looking at photos quadrant by quadrant helps avoid overlooking 

details. 

c. Initiate a class discussion about  

• the value of using historic photographs in research 

• the value of exploring multiple perspectives when doing historical research, 

• whether the examination of historic photos added to the students’ 

understanding of Kansas settlers from 1854 through 1900 and/or initiated new 

questions students would like answers to, 
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• how the photographic technology in the late 1800s effected the quality and 

quantity of visual documentation that is available for research today, and  

• how the abundance of 21st century photos will effect research of today 150 or 

more years from now.  (ex: Do photos posted on social media reflect the 

reality of daily life today?) 

d. Remind the class that historians study the past by examining the evidence left 

behind. Even when looking at multiple sources there are not always enough clues 

to tell the researcher everything they want to know. Research is the process of 

collecting clues to answer questions. 

 


