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Lesson 5f: Researching Kansas Settlers with   

a Teenager’s Diary (grade 7) 
 

 

Notes: 

For an overview of this lesson, the compelling question, and objectives see the 

introduction to the lessons in Section 5.  Lesson 5a serves as the first lesson in Section 5. 

Because it sets up the research being done in lessons 5b-5g and the interpretation of that 

research in lesson 5h, lesson 5a should be completed before beginning any of the other 

lessons in Section 5. 

 

This lesson uses diary entries written by Luna Warner, a 15-year-old girl who moved 

with her family from Massachusetts to Osborne County in 1871. She writes about her 

journey to Kansas and her family’s daily experiences as they settle into their new life. 

Luna’s diary includes information on building houses, seeing wildlife, planting a garden, 

dancing in town, and much more. A transcription of the entire diary can be found at 

kansashistory.gov in Kansas Historical Quarterly 35 (Autumn 1969) and 35 (Winter 

1969). 

 

Items from the trunk: 

USB Flash Drive “Kansas Settlers” (Items on this flash drive can also be found at 

kansashistory.gov) 

o # 0-14: Luna Warner Diary Cards (See Advance Preparation information below) 

o Glossary for Diary 

o Cheatsheet for teaching the diary 

o Maps 

▪ # 5: Map of the Missouri, Kansas, & Texas Railway and principal connections 

(1870s) 

▪ #6: Map of Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad land for settlers, 1872 

o Worksheet #4: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy they 

began in Lesson 5a.) 

o Worksheet #9: Primary Source Research: Luna Warner Diary  (included as a 

paper copy in this manual, as a pdf on the flash drive in this trunk, and online at 

kansashistory.gov) 

 

Items provided by teacher: 

• Provide a way to share the maps with the entire class and the diary entries with 

both the entire class and individual students. 

• Timeline and KWLH chart created in Lesson 5a:  Introduction to Researching 

Kansas Settlers. 

http://www.kshs.org/
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• Current U.S. map showing states. 

 

 

Do in advance: 

• Decide how the primary sources will be assigned. It is recommended to assign one 

card to a pair of students working together. Cards are numbered, and the numbers are 

in chronological sequence. Assign cards in numerical order. To provide a continuous 

story of the family’s experience any cards not assigned should be those last in the 

numerical/chronological sequence. 

• Decide whether electronic or paper copies of the assigned diary cards and Worksheet 

#9: Primary Source Research: Luna Warner Diary will be used and prepare 

accordingly.  Each student will complete two copies of the worksheet – one for the 

diary card modeled for the class and one for the card they work on. 

 

Diary background: 

Walter W. and Alice Cleveland Warner homesteaded in Kansas in 1871 accompanied by 

their 15-year-old daughter Luna, their son Louie, and several other related families. Luna 

began to keep a diary as her family prepared to move west from their home near Barre, 

Massachusetts. The Warners and other friends and family members traveled by rail from 

Gilbertville, Massachusetts to New York City. A few days later they left by train from 

Jersey City, New Jersey for Solomon, Kansas. In Solomon they bought a wagon and team 

and traveled up the Solomon River valley in search of land on which to settle. They 

stored many of their possessions in Solomon until they had a house to put them in. The 

Warners homesteaded in Osborne County just west of Cawker City. Luna continued to 

write in her diary after they arrived.  

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce lesson 

a. The class is researching to discover what settlers experienced in Kansas from 

1854 to 1900. Students are researching to find answers to the compelling 

question, “How do the lives of early Kansas settlers compare to the lives of 

Kansans today?” and to questions they identified on their copy of Worksheet #4: 

Research Notes. 

b. Introduce first-hand written accounts as one source of information about early 

Kansas settlers. Review types of first-hand accounts, and explain that this lesson 

focuses on the diary of a fifteen-year-old girl who moved to Kansas in 1871. Post 

the date on the timeline. Discuss what makes a diary a primary source. 

c. Introduce the family members who she talked about in her diary using Luna 

Warner Diary Card #0. Point out Massachusetts and Kansas on a current 

United States map as the beginning and ending points on their journey. 

 

2. Written Sources 



Kansas Settlers                                   55│ Kansas Historical Society © 2019 

a. Hand out two copies of Worksheet #9: Primary Source Research: Luna 

Warner Diary to each student. 

b. Model activity with Card #0 which records the family’s move from Massachusetts 

to Kansas.  Have students use one copy of Worksheet #9 in modeling. 

c. Hand out one Luna Warner Diary Card to each pair of students beginning with 

Card #1 

d. Have each pair of students read their assigned card and complete one copy of 

worksheet #9.  

e. Review sources together as a class 

• Review the research on the diary cards in numerical/chronological order. As 

students present their research they should provide the dates of the diary 

entries they examined, a brief synopsis of it, unfamiliar words and/or phrases, 

and a list of three things they learned about the lives of early Kansas settlers.  

• Add new facts students learned and/or new questions they have to the KWLH 

list being complied on the board. 

f. Using Maps # 5: Map of the Missouri, Kansas, & Texas Railway and 

principal connections and #6: Map of Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 

Railroad Lands, 1872, trace the family’s journey from Massachusetts to their 

new home in Kansas. (Map #5 for Massachusetts to Solomon, Kansas and map #6 

from Solomon to Cawker City.) Look up the distance Luna and her family 

traveled and calculate their travel time. Compare with travel time for the same 

journey today.  Discuss the findings (If needed, look online for an 1871 calendar 

to see if it was a leap year.)   

Map #5: Missouri, Kansas, & Texas Railway and Principal Connections, 

1870s 

• What day did they leave Gilbertville, Massachusetts, on the train? (Card #0, 

Feb. 25) 

• They spent two days in New York before leaving for Kansas. What day did 

their train depart from Jersey City, New Jersey? (Card #0, February 28) 

• What day did they arrive in Solomon City, Kansas? (Card #0, March 4) 

• How many days did they travel by train? (6 days) 

• How many miles is it from Gilbertville, Massachusetts to Solomon City, 

Kansas? (about 1,530 miles) 

• How many miles did the family travel by train on an average day? (255 miles 

per day) 

Map #6: Map of Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Lands, 1872 

• What day did they leave Solomon City by wagon and on foot? (Card #1, 

March 9) 

• What day did they arrive in Cawker City, Kansas? (Card #2, March 17) 

• How many days did they travel by wagon and on foot? (9 days) 

• How many miles is it from Solomon City to Cawker City? (about 96 miles) 
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• How many miles did the family travel by wagon and on foot in an average 

day? (11 miles per day) 

g. Students should add information to Worksheet #4: Research Notes as 

appropriate. 

h. Add information learned about early Kansans to the ‘L’ column of the class’s 

KWLH chart. Add diary to the ‘H’ column. 

 

3. Review research 

a. Initiate a class discussion about: 

• the value of using first-hand accounts in research, 

• types of information found in them that have not been found in other types of 

sources, and 

• whether reading the first-hand accounts in the diary entries added to the 

students’ understanding of the lives of early Kansas settlers and/or initiated 

new questions students would like answers to. 

• comparisons with the lives of teenagers today.  How does Luna’s daily life 

compare to theirs?  Do teenagers today create a record of their daily life, and, 

if so, how do they do this? 

b. Remind the class that historians study the past by examining the evidence left 

behind. Even when looking at multiple sources there are not always enough clues 

to tell the researcher everything they want to know. Research is the process of 

collecting clues to answer questions. 

 

 

Provide information about Luna’s life after 1871 if desired. Walter Warner, Luna’s 

father, worked in Cawker City as a clockmaker at least part of the time. Because of health 

reasons he was unable to do heavy work. Other family members did most of the 

gardening and other farm chores. Except for Luna, her parents and brother Louie, all the 

relatives eventually moved to California. Luna spent the remainder of her life living on 

‘the homeplace,’ her parent’s home. Luna got married at “the homeplace” to Frank Lewis 

in 1881. She and Frank raised their children in that house. The farm is now part of the 

Glen Elder reservoir area. 

 


