
Kansas Settlers                  57│ Kansas Historical Society © 2019 

Lesson 5g: Researching Kansas Settlers with Music (grade 7) 
 

 

Note: 

For an overview of this lesson, the compelling question, and objectives see the 

introduction to the lessons in Section 5.  Lesson 5a serves as the first lesson in Section 5. 

Because it sets up the research being done in lessons 5b-5g and the interpretation of that 

research in lesson 5h, lesson 5a should be completed before beginning any of the other 

lessons in Section 5. 

 

Items from the trunk: 

• Read Kansas #I-11: Home on the Range” (included in the manual with this lesson. 

The Read Kansas lesson plan and worksheets can also be found on the flash drive 

in this trunk or online at kansashistory.gov) 

• USB Flash Drive “Kansas Settlers” (Items on this flash drive can also be found at 

kansashistory.gov) 

o Worksheet #4: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy they 

began in Lesson 5a.) 

 

Items provided by teacher: 

• Timeline and KWLH chart created in lesson 5a: Introduction to Researching 

Kansas Settlers. 

 

Do in advance: 

• Read through the lesson to determine if the worksheet “Understanding ‘Home on the 

Range’” will be completed as a class or in small groups and plan accordingly. 

• Prepare for each student to have access to the “Understanding ‘Home on the Range’” 

reading card and worksheet. 

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce lesson 

a. The class is researching to discover what Kansas settlers experienced in Kansas 

from 1854 to 1900. Students will research to find answers to the compelling 

question, “How do the lives of early Kansas settlers compare to the lives of 

Kansans today?” and to questions they identified on their copy of Worksheet #4: 

Research Notes. 

b. Initiate a discussion about why music is considered a primary source. 

c. Today’s lesson tells us about a Kansas song many people are familiar with. 
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2. Music research 

a. Teach the Read Kansas I-11: “Home on the Range” lesson 

b. Add the date “Home on the Range” was written to the class’s timeline. 

c. As a class, discuss what was learned about life in Kansas at the time the song was 

written. Students should add notes to their copies of Worksheet #4: Research 

Notes. 

d. Add information learned about early Kansans to the ‘L’ column of the class’s 

KWLH chart. Add photographs to the “H” column. 

 

3. Review music research 

a. Initiate a class discussion about  

• the value of using music in research 

• the value of exploring multiple perspectives when doing historical research, 

• whether the examination of “Home on the Range” added to the students’ 

understanding of Kansas settlers from 1854 through 1900 and/or initiated new 

questions students would like answers to, and 

• how this song would differ from one written about life in Kansas today. 

b. Share with the class that people of Kansas felt so highly about the song “Home on 

the Range,” and what it said about Kansas, that it was made the official Kansas 

State Song in 1947.  If desired, add this date to the timeline. 

c. Remind the class that historians study the past by examining the evidence left 

behind. Even when looking at multiple sources there are not always enough clues 

to tell the researcher everything they want to know. Research is the process of 

collecting clues to answer questions. 

 

 


