Section 5h: Concluding the Research on Kansas Settlers (grade 7)

Note:

This lesson provides students an opportunity to develop an interpretation from the research they
have done. The lesson assumes that students are familiar with the compelling question and
objectives that directed their research (Lesson 5a) and have completed primary source research
on the topic in one or more of Lessons 5b-5¢.

Items from the trunk:
USB Flash Drive “Kansas Settlers” (Items on this flash drive can also be found at
kansashistory.gov)
o Worksheet #4: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy they began in
Lesson 5a and have updated with their research.)

Items provided by teacher:

e Timeline and KWLH chart created in lesson 5a: Introduction to Researching Kansas
Settlers.

Lesson:
1. Introduce lesson
a. Review the process the class went through from identifying questions, researching
primary sources, and recording information.
b. With information collected it is time to review and apply the class’s knowledge.

2. Review and apply research
a. Class discussion using the research, information on Worksheet #4: Research Notes, the
timeline, and the KWLH chart.

e Did the research support and/or disprove any of the facts the class knew before
beginning their research?

e Review the list of the students’ questions and the answers they found for them. Did
the research provide answers to the questions the class had identified?

e How did students answer the compelling question that drove the research, “How do
the lives of Kansas settlers compare to the lives of Kansans today?”” Have students
share some of the similarities and differences they saw. The question is very broad
and could be answered in terms of the economy, the social relationships between
people, technology, transportation, recreation, etc.

o If desired, bring the discussion to the present day. How do decisions made during
this period of Kansas history continue to affect our lives today? (Consider
economics, settlement patterns, transportation, depletion of the buffalo, etc.)
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3. Conclusion
a. Have the students apply their research using either the compelling question or one of the
questions they identified in their Research Notes. Students may present their work in a
variety of ways. Options may include:

Writing a newspaper article, captions for the photos in this trunk, or a blog entry.
Creating an exhibit, YouTube video, skit, PowerPoint book, or artwork.

Tweeting about the experiences of a fictional Kansas settler.

Connecting their research to a contemporary issue. For example: Railroad expansion
was funded in part by selling settlers land that the U.S. government had given to the
railway companies. Does the U.S. government give money, property or financial
assistance to private businesses today and, if so, what types of businesses receive it?
Examining the relationship between Kansans and the environment. What was the
relationship between the early Kansa settlers and the environment? How does it
compare to that of the students’ relationship with the environment today? How has it
changed and why?

Writing a fictional narrative from the perspective of an early Kansas settler. Conduct
additional research as necessary. Assume the role of a young woman or man who
settled in Kansas. What effect would this decision have on your relationship with
family members you left behind? Why would it appeal to you? Explore the issue of
choices having consequences.
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