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 Tail 

Object Card 

 

The Plains Indians had many uses for the tail of a 

buffalo. Attaching the tail to a stick created a 

handle and made the tail more useful. When 

swished, the tail would keep flies and insects away 

from people just as it had the buffalo. It also was 

used as a quirt for guiding livestock and to sprinkle 

water onto hot rocks in the sweat lodge. 

a stone knife blade to a handle, or a sharpened 

scapula bone hoe to a handle. 
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