OBJECT CARDS

Barbed wire
The availability of low-cost barbed wire fencing beginning in the

1870s changed Kansas and the west. In the early years of
statehood Kansas was open range. This meant that animals
roamed freely on unfenced land. Local livestock and large herds of
cattle driven north from Texas trampled the crops planted by
farmers. Barbed wire provided farmers effective and economical
fencing. This, in turn, led to an increase in the land available for
farming since it kept out unwanted livestock.
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