OBJECT CARDS

Sad iron

Kansas settlers used sad irons to
iron wrinkles out of their clothing
and other items. Cotton fabric sold
at that time wrinkled a lot. Heating
a sad iron meant collecting fuel to
build a fire in the stove, heating the
iron on the stove, standing near the
hot stove while ironing, and
returning the iron to the stove to
reheat. One meaning of the word
sad is heavy. Sad irons were so
heavy they were sold by the pound
at local stores for about 2 1/2¢ a
pound.
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