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Slate  

Kansas settlers used slates in 

school rather than expensive 

paper. Students wrote on slates 

with chalk, erased their work with 

a small rag, and reused the slate 

for their next lesson. Brothers and 

sisters often shared one slate with 

each other. Slates are made from 

pieces of slate, a metamorphic 

rock. In 1894 Kansas settlers could 

buy a slate for about 4¢. 
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