OBJECT CARDS

Washboard

Washboards were a common
household tool and an improvement
over earlier methods for doing
laundry. Dirty laundry was first
heated in a kettle with soap and
then scrubbed vigorously across the
rough surface of the washboard.
Rinsed laundry dried outside hung
on a clothesline or draped over a
convenient bush or fence. Settlers
could buy a washboard for 25¢ in
1895 or make their own by cutting
ribs in a piece of wood.
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